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A formal ceremony and ribbon cutting was held in the gymnasium at the H. Fletcher Brown Boys & Girls 

Club to celebrate the new space. 

"That used to be a weight room that wasn't being utilized," said director Michael Crumble. "One of our 

donors happened to come by for a tour and asked:  'Without worrying about money, what would you 

like to do with this facility?' I said I'd like to get a recording studio." 

Thanks to $100,000 in donations from corporate funding partners Delaware Community Foundation, 

Lowe's with their Renovation Across the Nation initiative, Pepsi and Wells Fargo, the center has not only 

turned an under-used space into a studio for members to learn valuable production skills and help 

broadcast their talents, but also added a conference room adjacent that will help bring more meetings 

and programs into the center. 

“The Brown Club has been around a long time and made an impact on many lives," said John Wellons, 

president and CEO of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware. “When you think of the northeast section of 

Wilmington, you can’t help but think of Brown. To see the club grow and continually meet the needs of 

the kids it serves speaks to the commitment of the staff and volunteers that continue to show up day-

after-day for the kids. This new space is another layer in that evolution.” 

The center is celebrating its 70th anniversary and, appropriately enough, among the dignitaries present 

to help commemorate the event--Sen. Tom Carper.  He spoke to the new use of the space before being 

surprised with a small birthday cake and a rendition of the birthday song to celebrate his 72nd 

anniversary. 

"What you've got here is a great tool," said Carper. "It's something that will help prepare these kids--

give them some roots and some wings. When these kids come through here and then graduate from 

school, they'll be able to do some amazing things." 

Click here for video. 
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